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Once a
Viking, always
a Viking!
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It was up to her

In 2018, Pinellas County ranked among Florida’s five highest rates
of suicide in the child to 21 age bracket – and suicides among black youth
are clearly seen among that number.

Destigmatizing mental
health treatment to
fight rising suicides
among black youth
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer
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PINELLAS COUNTY –
Suicides among black youth
have reached near epidemic
proportions nationally, and
now experts are sounding the
alarm.
Nationally, suicides among
black females ages 13 to 19
have doubled, with some studies stating that suicide rates
from 2001 to 2017 among
black girls rose as much as
182 percent. The rate of sui-

cide among young black males
has risen 60 percent.
Among children ages 5 to
12, black males are committing suicide at higher rates
than any other racial or ethnic
group. Statistically, suicide
numbers for black youth are
higher than any racial group
except for teens in native/indigenous populations, who
have the highest rate nationwide.
A recent study by James
Price, professor emeritus of
health education and public

COMMUNITY NEWS

See VIKING, page 12

BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

PAGES 2 - 4,
7 - 10

CHURCH NEWS
PAGES 5 - 6

The Clearwater Martin Luther King, Jr. Neighborhood
Center Coalition is about to hold its Inaugural RedCarpet Benefit Gala Saturday, Nov. 2.
lack of city resources and investment, and familiar social
ills and neglect that fall
squarely on the shoulders of
its own residents, it also holds
countless joyous and profound
memories for an ardently familial and proud community.
For many years, the center
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housed a highly successful
program run by the African
American Leadership Council,
Inc., under the direction of
Bilal Habeeb Ullah. Hundreds
of youth went through the program that catered to young

health at the University of
Toledo in Ohio, reported that
black teens also tend to use
the deadliest methods for ending their lives – firearms and
strangulation.
“There are far more
African-American adolescents
attempting suicide than has
been recognized in the past,
and their attempts are starting
to be much more lethal,” Price
stated. “They’re using the
most lethal form of attempting
suicide.”

Clearwater MLK Jr. Neighborhood
Center Coalition gears up for a new
season of service in North Greenwood
CLEARWATER–
The
Clearwater Martin Luther
King, Jr. Neighborhood Center Coalition is readying itself
for a major first. The Center –
which has been in operation
for more than 40 years in the
North Greenwood community
at 1201 Douglas Ave. under a
variety of contracts and agreements — is about to hold its Inaugural Red-Carpet Benefit
Gala Saturday, Nov. 2.
And while it is a fundraising event, it’s as much a celebration of a neighborhood’s
steadfast refusal to turn its
back on the historic heartbeat
symbolized by the center’s
very existence, four decades
after its opening in 1974.
Because while the center
has suffered from the same issues that define North Greenwood’s ongoing struggles,
including relentless poverty,

Marquis Scott

ST. PETERSBURG – In the
coming weeks, life will begin to settle down for the families at Northeast High School. Existence will
take on a new normal as students
and staff rebound from the emotional roller coaster of the past
month.
Last week, the community bid
farewell to Jacquez Welch, a Northeast High football star, which
brought a close to events and activities surrounding the tragic losses
of two sons of Northeast and the
Pinellas County community.
The outpouring has been
tremendous, and the past few
weeks have been exhilarating, tiresome and full of emotions for the
Viking Nation and one that will forever be remembered. The media
has covered every step, and the
community has seen every move.
It began last month with the untimely death of Marquis Scott.
It was only fitting that Welch,
one of the senior captains, present
an autographed jersey signed by
coaches and players to the family
of Scott, a former Viking captain
who lost his life three days earlier.
Scott, nicknamed Uno Tumbo,
was selected as a Pinellas County
All-Star in 2017. He earned the #1
jersey at Northeast for his outstanding play.
The pregame celebration was a
tribute to the contributions Scott
made two years prior as a student
and football player at Northeast
High School. Approximately 15
minutes later, the Vikings, who
hosted the Osceola Warriors, took
the opening kickoff.
In his final game, Welch scampered 60 yards for a Northeast
touchdown. It would be his last
hooray. There wasn’t much that
Scott or Welch loved more than
playing football and especially for
Northeast High School.
“We appreciate everything that
you all have done and for being
there for our family. It’s been a
blessing. Just keep praying for us,”
said Marquis’ father, Maress Scott
while embracing his wife Marjorie.
Since Scott’s funeral last
month, held at Bethel Community
Baptist Church before a standingroom-only crowd, the family has
had some time to privately reflect
on the loss of a son while publicly
watching the loss of another
Viking son.

Passing the gavel
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AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE
HUBBARD, ESQ.
ASALH, President

We have all heard
about the new African
American Museum in
Washington, D.C. It is,
indeed, a beautiful work
of art that relegates
African American History to its rightful place
as a cornerstone of
American History.
It
does not ignore the terrible reality of the lynchings of Black Americans
that began in earnest
after the Civil War and intensified after Reconstruction. The Equal
Justice Initiative is a nonprofit organization begun
by
Attorney
Bryan
Stevenson, located in
Montgomery, Alabama.
Its primary purpose is to
provide legal representation to those imprisoned
who may have been
wrongly convicted of
crimes. The Equal Justice Initiative is a testament to the power of
racial
reconciliation
through
conversation
among diverse groups
based on respect, a
knowledge of history,
and the ability to communicate without anger.
The Equal Justice Initia-

tive
commemorates
African American history, including the Civil
Rights’ struggles of the
1950’s and 1960’s and
mass incarceration. Additionally, The Equal Justice Initiative maintains
two very important memorials to the suffering
of Black Americans
under the pain of racist
enslavement, Jim Crow
laws, mass incarceration,
and racial terror lynchings.
First, is The Legacy
Museum, which has as
its title: From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration. The Equal Justice
Initiative describes The
Legacy Museum as follows:
Located on the site of
a former warehouse
where black people were
enslaved
in
Montgomery, Alabama, this
narrative museum uses
interactive media, sculpture, videography and exhibits to immerse visitors
in the sights and sounds
of the domestic slave
trade, racial terrorism,
the Jim Crow South, and
the world’s largest prison
system. Compelling visuals and data-rich exhibits
provide a one-of-a-kind
opportunity to investi-
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gate America’s history of
racial injustice and its
legacy — to draw dynamic
connections
across generations of
Americans impacted by
the tragic history of
racial inequality.
The Legacy Museum,
must be seen to be believed. The emotional
impact of its unflinching
retelling of African American history is amazing.
The second memorial
created and maintained
by The Equal Justice Initiative, (“EJI”), is The National Memorial for
Peace and Justice. EJI
describes The National
Memorial for Peace and
Justice as follows:
More than 4400
African American men,
women, and children
were hanged, burned
alive, shot, drowned, and
beaten to death by white
mobs between 1877 and
1950. Millions more fled
the South as refugees
from racial terrorism,
profoundly impacting the
entire nation. Until now,
there has been no national memorial acknowledging the victims of
racial terror lynchings.
On a six-acre site atop a
rise overlooking Montgomery, the national

The Equal Justice Initiative and
what it has taught us
lynching memorial is a
sacred space for truthtelling and reflection
about racial terror in
America and its legacy.
The New York Times
discussed the EJI sites
and declared in April
2018, that:
“The Nation has
never seen anything like
it (and that), it is dedicated to the victims of
American white supremacy.
And it demands a reckoning with
one of the nation’s least
recognized atrocities: the
lynching of thousands of
black people in a
decades-long campaign
of racist terror.”
It will move and
change you. If you want
to learn about the reign
of terror against Black
people in America, that
lasted over 80 years after
Reconstruction, (which
historians generally place
as ended by 1877), you
need to go to Montgomery, Alabama.
The New York Times’
April 2018 article described The National Memorial for Peace and
Justice as follows:
At the center is a grim
cloister, a walkway with
800 weathered steel
columns, all hanging

from a roof. Etched on
each column is the name
of an American county
and the people who were
lynched there, most
listed by name, many
simply as “unknown.”
The columns meet you
first at eye level, like the
headstones that lynching
victims were rarely
given. But as you walk,
the floor steadily descends; by the end, the
columns are all dangling
above, leaving you in the
position of the callous
spectators in old photographs of public lynchings.
Yes, the St. Petersburg community is
aware, both of the EJI
Memorials, and the local
history of racial terror
lynchings. We have listened, read, and witnessed these EJI entities.
There are two EJI memorial columns in Montgomery,
Alabama,
dedicated to two local
Black men who were
lynched in Pinellas
County. A communitywide group, called The
St. Petersburg Community Remembrance Project, or “CRP” is working
on fitting memorials for
these two victims and any
others who may be lo-

cated and substantiated.
There are quite a few
people, groups, and organizations that comprise
the St. Petersburg CRP.
With the encouragement
of EJI, the CRP is working to properly commemorate these victims, heal
our community, and foster dialogue. The CRP
has been working on this
project for a while with
community-wide
support. The Mission Statement
of
the
St.
Petersburg CRP is: To
bear witness to the
legacy of racial terror
epitomized by lynchings
in America. The Goal of
the CRP is: The CRP will
advocate for the truth of
the story; educate with
the truth of the story;
commemorate; and collate this history; in an effort to bring about
reconciliation, justice, equity, peace and healing.
The Values of the CRP
are:
(1). Authenticity;
(2). Forthrightness;
(3). Collaboration;
(4). Listening with Respect; and
(5).
Empowered
Courtesy.
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Inaugural Red-Carpet Benefit Gala Saturday, Nov. 2
GALA , from front page

community members in
middle school and high
school, helping pave the
way for many to find employment or continue on
to college.
Programs in job placement, computer training,
literacy courses, summer
youth camps and tutoring
were offered – and when
the program closed after
almost a decade, the
building’s usage dwindled. In 2011, the city finally pulled its funding for
the center after opening
the brand-new North
Greenwood Recreation
Center and transferring
its remaining programs
there.
While the ending of
the AALC’s programming
followed by the city’s withdrawal of financial support were heavy blows to
the community, long-time
neighborhood members
who spent decades at
countless family events,
weddings, block parties –
as well as younger members, who remembered
years of summer camps,
afterschool
programs,
parties and festivals – refused to let the community center die.
The location came to
symbolize several generations of community pride,
youth engagement and
accomplishment, family
development, social programming and events –
and neighborhood members realized that there
was no way they could
give up on what had for so
long held the heart and
soul of resource-strapped
North Greenwood.
The website describes
the center’s vital role in
the area eloquently:
“Numbers can’t effectively describe the hope

that we have seen in the
eyes of the children able
to take part in various
gatherings and events at
the neighborhood center.”
But the site goes on to
list several dire statistics
for the embattled area
such as dismal black male
graduation rates, the
number of youths receiving food stamps in the
highest in Pinellas County
and has the highest juvenile crime in Clearwater.
The site also reveals
that 2012, Clearwater
Neighborhood Revitalization Plan, which targeted
the North Greenwood
area, found that 21.4 percent of North Greenwood
residents 25 and older
had no high school
diploma (double the rate
of the rest of the City of
Clearwater). It also mentioned that households receiving public assistance
were 10.1 percent (compared to 2.9 percent for
City of Clearwater) and
the childhood poverty
rate is 40.5 percent (compared to 18.8 percent for
the City of Clearwater).
After the city announced its plans, a group
of community members
joined to form the Martin
Luther King Jr. Neighbor
Center Coalition, and approached the Pinellas
County School Board,
which owned the building, about retaining the
lease. The school board
agreed – and the coalition
set about gathering the
support and assistance of
many partners to make
the necessary repairs and
renovations. The Center
re-opened in 2015.
Run completely by volunteers, the Center has
become a regular site for

Feeding Tampa Bay’s mobile pantry, as well as regular community events,
weddings,
memorials,
church socials, birthday
parties, and has even
sponsored golf tournaments and 5K Events.
The building recently
hosted a flea market held
by the NAACP Youth
Council and sponsors an
annual Father-Daughter
Dance run by coalition
members Lilly Henry and
Alecia Collins-Andrews.
This weekend the Center
will host a Juvenile Transfer Reform In-Person
Training presented by the
No Place For A Child
Coalition and the Southern Poverty Law Center.
Newly elected board

president Carmen Lundy
shared, “The Center is a
place for families to become whole again. It’s a
refuge right in the middle
of the neighborhood.
We’re about making the
family whole — so we
plan to offer School Readiness and Family Development workshops, and to
help parents learn to advocate at school for their
children.”
SPC Recruiter and
Outreach Counselor Patricia Miles, who has been in
the coalition for a number
of years and helped with
the gala planning, shared,
“My job introduced me to
the community — but it
was my passion that made
me stay. I saw the possibil-

ity and thought it would
be criminal for the Center
to go under. I knew the
possibilities it could
offer.”
The coalition itself has
weathered
several
storms, and finances are
an ongoing struggle. But
long-time coalition member Lilly Henry spoke eloquently of the Center’s
importance to the community even today.
“We want that center
to always be there for our
community; it means a lot.
Even while it was closed
there was no graffiti, and
no one busted out any of
the windows or did any
damage to that Center —
because of the name, and
because of what it has

meant to that community.
Even the police department was very surprised.
And of course, if it wasn’t
for Dr. King a lot of us
wouldn’t be what we are
today.”
To learn more about
the Clearwater Martin
Luther King Neighborhood Center Coalition or
to purchase tickets for the
Inaugural Benefit Gala
and Dinner Banquet on
Saturday, Nov. 2 from 6 -9
p.m. featuring keynote
speaker SPC President
Dr. Tonjua Williams, visit
h t t p : / / w w w. c l e a r w a termlkcenter.org.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.
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A tribute to Marian Anderson at
the Palladium
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American
Museum is delighted to
host a commemorative
celebration
entitled
“Classic Black: A Tribute
to Marian Anderson,”
Sunday evening, Nov. 10.
A prelude to this magnificent performance will
begin promptly on the
steps of the Palladium at
4:30 p.m.
This amazing tribute
will highlight AfricanAmerican classical performers
to
include
violinist Mary Corbett,
pianist
Nathanial
Thomas, bassist John
Lamb, baritone Jamal

W W W

Sarikoki, along with
other soloists Siobhan
Monique,
Carolyn
Hobbs, Fred Johnson
and Maiya Stevenson.
In 1939, Marian Anderson performed on the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial before a crowd of
more than 75,000 after
having been denied the
opportunity to take center stage at Constitutional Hall. That rejection
80 years ago brought national attention to our nation’s
deplorable
segregation laws and was
recognized as an important prelude to the Civil
Rights Movement.
The
Woodson

. T
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Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

proudly honors the life
and legacy of Marian Anderson and her heroic
stand against injustice. In
tribute to her legacy, we
will also salute the lives of
our brave soldiers as she
did when touring foreign
countries entertaining
our military troops. All
veterans will be afforded
free admission with proof
of identification.
This program is
being produced in partnership with St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Premier Eye
Care and the Palladium
at St. Petersburg College.

E E K L Y
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Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Battle scars: When the church wounds its own,
Part 5
Praise the Lord
saints.
Well, it didn’t take
long to find out what the
true intentions were
with all the Kanye and
New Birth circus.
I must say I commend Pastor Bryant for
not only his stand but
also his decision to contact Mr. West and detail
that after finding out that
Mr. West at his next
“Sunday service,” decided to announce that
he would promote and
indorse
President
Trump in his 2020 bid to
become re-elected, Pastor Bryant told him that
he would use the very
“Large” donation to in
turn donate to one of the
HBCUs in Atlanta where
Mr. West’s mom was a
professor.
To me, it was an easy
decision. There was too
much heat that followed
everything that occurred in that one day
that the only real true
spiritual solution was to
do just that.
He stated that he didn’t make the decision
alone but that he met
with the leadership of
the church and collectively, they came to this
decision.
Had he not done anything, I believe that this
would have snowballed
and they could have lost
even more saints. Little
known to me and probably all of us is that the
membership went from
well over 20,000 down to
less than 1,000 according to sources.
This brings in a
chance to apply scripture to all this and could
be used as a warning to
all of South St. Pete’s
“mega
or
bigger”
churches that celebrity
has no place in God’s
Kingdom and He will
bring the leadership and
the “Empire” down.
Ezekiel 34 Amplified
Bible (AMP)
34 And the word of
the Lord came to me,
saying, 2 “Son of man,
prophesy against the

C

shepherds of Israel.
Prophesy and say to
them, the [spiritual]
shepherds, ‘Thus says
the Lord God, “Woe
(judgment is coming) to
the [spiritual] shepherds of Israel who have
been feeding themselves! Should not the
shepherds feed the
flock? 3 You eat the fat
[the choicest of meat],
and clothe yourselves
with the wool, you
slaughter the best of the
livestock, but you do not
feed the flock. 4 You
have not strengthened
those who are weak, you
have not healed the sick,
you have not bandaged
the crippled, you have
not brought back those
gone astray, you have
not looked for the lost;
but you have ruled them
with force and violence.
5 They were scattered because there was
no shepherd, and when
they were scattered they
became food for all the
predators of the field. 6
My flock wandered
through all the mountains and on every high
hill; My flock was scattered over all the face of
the earth and no one
searched or sought
them.”
7 Therefore, you
[spiritual] shepherds,
hear the word of the
Lord: 8 “As I live,” says
the Lord God, “certainly
because My flock has
become prey, My flock
has even become food
for every predator of the
field for lack of a shepherd, and My shepherds
did not search for My
flock, but rather the
shepherds fed themselves and did not feed
My flock; 9 therefore,
you [spiritual] shepherds, hear the word of
the Lord: 10 ‘Thus says
the Lord God, “Behold, I
am against the shepherds, and I will demand
My flock from them and
make them stop tending
the flock, so that the
shepherds cannot feed
themselves anymore. I
will rescue My flock

H A L L E N G E R

.

from their mouth, so
that they will not be food
for them.”
11 For thus says the
Lord God, “Behold, I
Myself will search for
My flock and seek them
out. 12 As a shepherd
cares for his sheep on
the day that he is among
his scattered flock, so I
will care for My sheep;
and I will rescue them
from all the places to
which they were scattered on a cloudy and
gloomy day. 13 I will
bring them out from the
nations and gather them
from the countries and
bring them to their own
land; and I will feed
them on the mountains
of Israel, by the streams,
and in all the inhabited
places of the land. 14 I
will feed them in a good
pasture, and their grazing ground will be on
the mountain heights of
Israel. There they will lie
down on good grazing
ground and feed in rich
pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I will
feed My flock and I will
let them lie down [to
rest],” says the Lord
God. 16 “I will seek the
lost, bring back the scattered, bandage the crippled, and strengthen the
weak and the sick; but I
will destroy the fat and
the strong [who have become hard-hearted and
perverse]. I will feed
them with judgment and
punishment.
How amazing that
this occurred over 2,000
years ago but it’s so applicable today.
I will break this passage down and show the
correlation with today’s
church and show how it
explains why the communities are in the state
they are in today.
Till next week,
Blessings Bishop Elect
Dr. Rob Harrison
PS – Please support
the Golf Tournament we
are co-sponsoring with
Chief Holloway and
SPPD. It’s a first! Please
look at the flyer for details.
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EvXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
“But the God of all grace,
who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after
that ye have suffered a while,
make you perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you. To him
be glory and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen”. John 5:10-11.
As we continued observing
St. Mark’s 88th Church Anniversary with the theme ‘God’s
Grace for 88 Years’, Pastor
Brown brought the message
‘With Grace’ from 1 Peter 5:5-10.
The question asked of the scripture was ‘So Today What Can
Grace Do For You’? The answers were: 1) With grace we
gain shelter. To help us understand this point, Pastor Brown
pointed out that pride causes
storms to come into our lives.
Pride drives us away from God

but no matter how wayward,
when we learn how to humble
ourselves, God gives us grace; 2)
With grace we gain support for
our stresses. As believers we
must cast all worries on God, for
he cares enough to lighten our
burdens. Grace gives us support from our stressful moments. We can look back over
our lives and see what God’s
grace has done for us. Finally, 3)
With grace we gain strength for
our struggles. The scripture lets
us see that our struggles are
common. We experience the
same struggles as others. God
knows what we need and how to
provide for us. There are things
we need to go through, and
struggles will push out those
things God wants to come forth.
Please join us for the

Pastor’s Corner
Church’s 88th nightly anniversary services on Thursday, October 17 and Friday, October 18.
We’re having a cookout on Saturday, October 19 will closeout
this year’s Anniversary on Sunday at 10:45 and 4:00 p.m. At the
end of the month, October 31,
the YAMS, assisted by other St.
Mark ministries will host their
Fall Festival alternative to Halloween from 6:00 – 8:00 pm.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays
@10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study - Wednesdays @9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m.

Bethel Community Baptist Church
Bethel Community Baptist Church is celebrating its
96th Anniversary. From its
humble christian begins in
1923 as Georgia Baptist to
Second Bethel to now Bethel
Community, this institution
continues to be a beacon of
hope in the community on
the foundation of Jesus Christ
our Lord.
The month of October is

church anniversary recognition which began with Communion Sunday, October 6 at
10 am with a profound message from the pastor,
Dr.Manuel L. Sykes, on “People and Purpose”, Matthew
18;18-20.
The Anniversary Schedules Continues as follows:
Sunday, October 20,
10:00 “Anniversary Sunday”,

Pastor Byron Hodge,Greater
St. Mary’s, St. Augustine, Fl
Sunday, October 27,
10:00 “Family & Friends
Day”,Dr, Manuel L. Sykes,
Guest Musician Antwaun
Cooks, Experience Christian
Center, Orlando,Fl.
You are invited to worship with us,our doors are always open and we welcome
you to our services.

First Mt. Zion MBC
The First Mount Zion
Missionary Baptist Church
family would like to cordially
invite you to join us as we celebrate our annual Unity Day
activities.
On Sunday, October 13 at
3pm, please join us for “Christian Men and Women in
Black and White”. Mt. Olive
Missionary Baptist Church,
Largo, FL with the Reverend
Jerry Booker and his congre-

gation will be in charge. All
are invited to come out in
your black and white to join
in this spiritual celebration.
Sunday, October 27 during the 11:00 o’clock hour,
the culmination service will
take place. The speaker for
the occasion will be Minister
Michael Shorter, Jr., Associate Minister at Mount Zion
Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, Reverend Louis

Murphy, Pastor . This young
man will deliver a powerful
word from on high.
All members and ministries of the church will also
be recognized at this time.
Missionary Cynthia Jenkins is Chair and Sister Louella
Walker is Co-chair.
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121 22nd Street South.
Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr.,
is Pastor

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist Church
You are cordially invited School 9:30 a.m., Sabbath
to Friends and Family Day, Worship 11:00 a.m., AfterOctober 26. Help us Praise noon Musical 4-6:00 p.m.
the Lord in Worship; Sabbath
Elim Seventh-Day Adven-

tist Church, 4824 2nd Ave. S,
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Pastor Ricardo Bain, D.
Min.

Faith Memorial Celebrates 49th Duals
Day Observance
Missionary Baptist Church
will deliver the message.
Faith Memorial MissionThe occasion which is inary Baptist Church will cele- tended to celebrate unity and
brate it’s 49th Annual Duals a strong partnership beDay on this Sunday, October tween the men and women
20 at their 10:45 worship of the church, dates back to
service.
Elder Kenneth 1970, the year after the offiGoolsby, Sr. of Friendship cial founding of the church.
BY LYNN GORDON

One of the church’s pioneering members, Mrs. Oradine
Hudson, took the reins and
led the church in its initial
Duals Day Celebration. Pastor Robert A. Vinson, Jr.
leads the congregation
which worships at 1800 18th
Avenue South..

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Confirmation brings clarity
“God hath spoken once;
twice have I heard this; that
power belongs unto God
(Psalm 62:11).”
Denial – Nothing is in
vain.
Affirmation – My life has
meaning.
God speaks to you in a
variety of ways. You know
you are hearing God’s voice
when the message is for the
greater good, not just your
own. Sometimes God speaks
to you directly during your
time in the stillness and the
silence. Other times, you
might have a dream or see a
vision that answers a question. God also sends people
to confirm that which God
has already told you. You
know they are God sent because without a previous conversation with you they
accurately and precisely say

just what you need to hear
when you need to hear it.
God also speaks through the
arts. Messages through
movies, plays, books or
songs appear when you need
them and usually invoke
goose or God bumps in your
body.
Not only did John the
Baptist affirm who Jesus
was, he consistently confirmed what Jesus was called
to do and the timing for his
actions (Matthew 3:1-16). He
was clear that Jesus was to
take John the Baptist’s ministry to the next dimension
when he said, “I baptize you
with water. But one who is
more powerful than I will
come, the straps of whose
sandals I am not worthy to
untie. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire
(Luke 3:16).”

In those moments when
you are not clear about what
to do or question if it is the
right time, allow things to unfold organically. Actively look
for confirmations and allow
fear and doubt to pass
through you. Be fully present
where you are and know that
God confirms God’s words to
you at the right and perfect
time and in the right and perfect way.
Reflection Question – Is
there anything that God is
calling you to do for which
you desire confirmation on
its substance or timing? If so,
what is it? What are you
questioning?
Journal Activity – List all
the ways that God has spoken to you during various instances. How did you know
it was God?

CHURCH NEWS
6

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.
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‘Are you thinking about harming yourself?’
SUICIDE , from front page

In 2018, Pinellas
County ranked among
Florida’s five highest
rates of suicide in the
child to 21 age bracket –
and suicides among
black youth are clearly
seen among that number.
In a recent news article, St. Pete’s Imam
Askia Muhammad Aquil
spoke of the memory of
a teen suicide at Believers’ Mosque: “He was a
talented teenager who
was despondent over a
relationship,’’ he shared.
“I was close to the family
and close to the young
man. I was aware of the
emotional difficulties he
was experiencing.”
The same article
mentioned three funerals
of young male suicide
victims that Rev. John A.
Evans, Sr., senior pastor
of Friendship Missionary Baptist Church had
to officiate this year.
Psychologist and Associate Pastor Dr. Katurah Jenkins-Hall shared
that while suicides among
black youth are definitely
increasing, the issues involved are complex and
have long existed in black
communities.
“To understand what’s
going on with black teens
and suicide, we have to
look at the changes that
are happening in the
world, in our culture, in
our community, and in our
families — we didn’t just
get in this place.”
Jenkins-Hall believes
there are several historical
factors that can lead black
children to cope with
stress in harmful ways,
and that suicide is often a
response to a severe
amount of stress which
may ultimately lead to depression.
Adults have learned to
handle stress better and
understand bad feelings
will eventually abate. “But
teenagers feel things
more dramatically,” said
Jenkins-Hall. “It always
feels like the world as they
know it will stop for them
unless they can control
whatever the particular
variable is. Suicide becomes a permanent solution to a temporary
problem.”
Professor Price believes the recent uptick reveals a need for more –
and better – mental health
services for children in
urban school districts. But
he also believes the use of
firearms and ammunition
in the home must be regulated by parents.
Studies revealed that
from 2015 to 2017, 52 percent of black teen males
who died from suicide
used a gun – resulting in a
90 percent death rate —
while 34% used strangulation or suffocation, which
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Barriers to Fair Housing
(Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing)
Community Meeting
The public is invited to attend the following community meeting to share experiences
with barriers to housing and suggestions for how to improve access to safe, decent, affordable housing.
In partnership with Pinellas County, the City of Largo is conducting an Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing. The Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing is an assessment of the City’s and County’s laws, ordinances, statutes and administrative policies as
well as local conditions that affect the location, availability, and accessibility of housing.
As part of the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing, a community meeting is being
held to obtain public input on the location, availability, and accessibility to housing in
Pinellas County, including within the City of Largo.
November 4, 2019 (Monday)
6:30 PM – 7:30 PM
Largo Public Library – Jenkins Room
120 Central Park Drive, Largo, FL 33771
Input on the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing can also be provided by completing
the online survey. Visit: www.largo.com/housing to access the survey. Please take a moment to complete the survey. A survey regarding overall community needs is also available on the same website. Paper copies of the surveys will be available at the community
meeting or by request.

Dr. Katurah Jenkins-Hall
resulted in death 60 percent of the time. Among
black teen females who
died by suicide during the
same period, 56 percent
used strangulation or suffocation and 21 percent
used a gun.
Jenkins-Hall noted that
a breach in a romantic relationship has accounted
for most of the suicidal instances among teens she
has experienced, indicating that dramatic changes
in relationship status are a
key stressor that parents
and gatekeepers must pay
attention to.
And there is a multitude of research indicating that technology is
another stressor – for
adults and more so for
teens. Jenkins-Hall believes that as a society, “we
need to examine how
technology is interfacing
and interfering with
wholesome, authentic relationships that reflect the
goodness of humanity.”
Embar rassment,
shame and guilt are also
prevalent within black
families when it comes to
admitting sadness, depression or the need to
seek professional help.
Jenkins-Hall believes that
destigmatizing the discussion of mental health treatment is imperative.
Additionally, parents
and gatekeepers must be
ready to ask hard questions to learn how youth in
their care are coping
when the signs of depression come up.
Those signs can include drastic changes in
behavior, excessive crying, sometimes with no apparent
reason,
the
tendency to isolate,
changes in eating behav-

ior or sleeping behavior,
excessive anger/ outbursts of temper, loss of interest in friends or family,
frequent thoughts/comments regarding death
and suicide, and sharing
suicide plans.
While she knows
many parents are afraid to
ask questions that they
may be afraid to learn the
answers to, Jenkins-Hall
said it’s vital and necessary for parents and gatekeepers to ask young
people directly if they’re
thinking about hurting
themselves – before they
actually do it.
“I talk to adults about
not being afraid to ask the
question directly. ‘Are you
thinking about harming
yourself?’ However, convincing the yes or no
might be, the next stop
might be to talk to a professional about it, if you
don’t know what else to
ask after that,” noted Jenkins-Hall.
For more information
or help with suicidal children and teens, contact
Dr. Katurah Jenkins-Hall
at (813) 220-3148, The
Well for Life at (727) 2510743, Personal Enrichment Mental through
Mental Health Services
( P E H M S ) ,
http://pemhs.org on their
24-Hour Suicide Hotline at
(727) 791-3131 or 24-Hour
Mental Health Assistance
at 727-541-4628.
You can also call
Florida Suicide and Crisis
Hotlines at 1-800-SUICIDE (1-800-784-2433) or
1-800-273-TALK (1-800273-8255).
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

If you are a person with a disability or a non-English speaking resident who needs an
accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled at no cost to
you to the provision of certain assistance. If you need assistance, please contact the Pinellas County Office of Human Rights, 400 South Ft. Harrison Avenue, #500, Clearwater,
FL 33756, or call (727) 464-4062 (V/TDD).
For further information or questions, please contact the City of Largo’s Housing Division:
(727) 586-7489 ext. 7212 or email: housing@largo.com or Pinellas County at: (727) 4648210 or jriddle@pinellascounty.org.

C ONNECT W ITH U S !
WE ENCOURAGE
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Pinellas County Consolidated Plan
Community Meetings
Pinellas County, in partnership with the City of Largo, is preparing a Consolidated
Plan for the years 2020-2024. The Consolidated Plan describes the County’s community development priorities and multiyear goals based on an assessment of housing and community development needs, an analysis of housing and economic market
conditions and available resources. The Plan will specifically address the needs of
low-and-moderate income residents and the neighborhoods which they live.
Additionally, as part of this planning process, an Analysis of Impediments to Fair
Housing is being conducted. The Analysis of Impediments is an assessment of the
County’s laws, ordinances, statutes and administrative policies as well as local conditions that affect the location, availability, and accessibility of housing.
Community meetings are being held to obtain public input on housing and community development needs in Pinellas County:
• October 29th (Tuesday) – Lealman Exchange (South County)
5175 45th Street, North, St. Petersburg
Needs Assessment Meeting 3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
• November 12th (Tuesday) – Tarpon Springs Public Library (North County)
Friends of the Library Room
138 East Lemon Street, Tarpon Springs
Needs Assessment Meeting 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
As part of the Analysis of Impediments, community meetings are being held to obtain
public input on the location, availability, and accessibility to housing in Pinellas
County:
• October 29th (Tuesday) – Lealman Exchange (South County)
5175 45th Street, North, St. Petersburg
Analysis of Impediments Meeting 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

PICK OF THE WEEK!

• November 4th (Monday) – Largo Public Library (Mid County)
Jenkins Room
120 Central Park Dr., Largo
Analysis of Impediments Meeting 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

CA$H 3

• November 12th (Tuesday) – Tarpon Springs Public Library (North County)
Friends of the Library Room
138 East Lemon Street, Tarpon Springs
Analysis of Impediments Meeting 3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

28 52 40
563
975
802

DOG DAYS

6-4
2-1
8-5

1-3
7-8
4-6

Input on community needs and priorities for funding for the next five years and the
Analysis of Impediments can also be provided by completing the surveys located on the
Pinellas County Community Development website http://www.pinellascounty.org/community/default.htm Please take a moment to complete these surveys. Paper copies of the
surveys will be available at the community meetings or by request.
If you are a person with a disability or a non-English speaking resident, who needs
any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled at no
cost to you to the provision of certain assistance. If you need assistance, please contact
the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Ft. Harrison Avenue, #500, Clearwater FL
33756, 727-464-4062 (V/TDD).
For further information or questions, please contact Joe Riddle at 727-464-8210 or
jriddle@pinellascounty.org.
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Ms. Jo’s garden is in bloom
cleaned up, Lampley said
she and her partners decided to plant vegetables
and herbs of all sorts.
“After doing that, we
knew that it’d be a good
thing to have the children
work in the garden with
us,” she said.
The Gathering of
Women, Inc. has worked
with some of these children already, while some
of them come from local
recreation centers. These
young people, ages 5 to
15, handle many tasks in
the garden from actual
planting to pulling weeds
and moving mulch.
“It’s exciting for them
to come to the garden!”
Lampley said, adding that
they now grow a variety of
vegetables, including different herbs, okra, peppers, sweet potatoes,
cabbage, peas and beans.
There are lots of collard greens on the
grounds, too, in anticipation of the upcoming
Tampa Bay Collard Green
Festival in February.
They even plant flowers,
Lampley pointed out, as
some of the children
planted rose bushes in the
summer.

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBIRG –
Josephine
Lampley’s
namesake, Miss Jo’s Garden, is in its third year.
The garden was established to help show children the benefits of
growing and consuming
fresh fruits and vegetables, as opposed to “eating out of the bag,” said
Lampley, who grew up on
a farm.
The Gathering of
Women, Inc., a community-minded
nonprofit
group that Lampley works
with, held a program for
young people on Pinellas
Technical College-St. Pete
campus called “Kids in
the Kitchen,” but Lampley
said the women wanted to
do more.
“We’re out there looking around,” Lampley said,
“and noticed that all this
space is just there, and
were given the privilege to
do something with it.”
PTC Director Boe
Norwood agreed that the
unused area could be put
to good use and permitted
Lampley to plant a garden
on the campus grounds.
Once the area was
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Last summer, the kids
got to taste the fruits of
their labors as professional chefs arrived for
Kids in the Kitchen.
These culinary experts
show the youngsters how
to prepare and cook the
tomatoes, peppers and
other foods that they had
grown in the garden.
“They really enjoyed
the smell and the taste of
the herbs,” Lampley said.
“They liked to pick what’s
out there and taste it, and
we let them.”
Though Lampley no
longer performs the more
strenuous tasks that gardening requires, she is still
very much involved on a
daily basis as she waters
the plants, pots them and
generally oversees the
care and attention all the
plants and flowers need.
“I’m involved in all aspects of it,” Lampley said,
“and I’m always here because it’s where I want to
be. And I really enjoy seeing the excitement on the
children’s faces. They
have a wonderful time.”
To
reach
Frank
Drouzas,
email
fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

E E K L Y

L-R, Josephine Lampley and Carla Bristol,
manager of the Food Systems Center at PTC
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CONNECT WITH US!
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
EXPLORE ENDLESS
OPPORTUNITIES
with Pinellas County Schools

NEARLY 80 MAGNET PROGRAMS!

Attend Choice Fairs:
Oct. 29 • 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Countryside High
Nov. 2 • 9 to 11:30 a.m. at Pinellas Park High
Nov. 4 • 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Lakewood High

Questions? Call 727-588-6210 or visit

www.pcsb.org/choice

C ONNECT W ITH U S !
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EDUCATION: Efforts to move beyond the status quo
by Caprice Johnson

Pinellas County Council PTA transformative family engagement grant
PINELLAS COUNTY –
Family engagement is a
critical factor in the success
of students. Supporting its
mission to make every
child’s potential a reality by
engaging and empowering
families and communities
to advocate for all children,
Pinellas County Council
Parent Teacher Association (PCCPTA) applied for
a National PTA grant and
received it. PCCPTA is one
of three PTAs to receive
the grant.
“We are honored to be
selected as a recipient of
the grant and feel that it will
help us to be a more effective partner and start the
conversations on the benefits of intentional transformative family engagement
for families, students,
schools, and the community,” said Lawrence Clermont, president of Pinellas
County Council PTA.
“Families and the community must be an integral
part of the learning com-

munity in our schools. Deliberate connectedness of
these is a paramount to student success and the
healthy development of the
whole child.”
The grant provided the
opportunity for 54 families
to attend one of three listening sessions facilitated
by National PTA. To increase participation, transportation, food, childcare
and gift cards were provided. There were two sessions in English and one
session in Spanish.
PCCPTA will be supporting a comprehensive
approach to increase family engagement and whole
child development by
working with key stakeholders to increase access
to the internet and other
key resources; provide informational workshops
and trainings for families,
as well as build racial
awareness and cultural capacity for staff through professional development.

They are currently
scheduling presentations
with organizations that
work with children and
families.
For additional information regarding Transformative
Family
Engagement Grant contact the committee at
TFE@pccpta.org.
PCS Choice Fairs
Pinellas
County
Schools will begin hosting
Choice Fairs for families to
learn about the programs
Pinellas County Schools
offer focused on talents,
learning styles and interests. Discovery Nights will
be held during Oct. 29Dec. 20, and the application
period is Jan. 8- 17.
Parents will be able to
rank their top five choices
of programs using the PCS
database. The applications
are randomly provided a
number.
In February, families
can access the database
and view application spot

numbers for the five
schools, select a school, or
continuously view their application numbers for
schools until families select
which school they would
like their child to attend.
Oct. 29 from 6-7:30
p.m. — Countryside High
will host schools including
Curtis Fundamental, Elisa
Nelson, Garrison-Jones,
Kings Highway, Mildred
Helms, Sandy Lane, Tarpon Springs Fundamental,
Clearwater Fundamental,
Dunedin Highland, East
Lake, John Hopkins,
Largo, Tarpon Springs,
Clearwater, Countryside,
Dunedin, East Lake,
Gibbs, Largo, Osceola,
Palm Harbor University,
Richard O. Jacobson Tech
High and Tarpon Springs
Nov. 2 from 9-11:30
a.m. — Pinellas Park High
will have all District Application Programs present.
Nov. 4, from 6 to
7:30 p.m. — Lakewood
High will have Bay Point,

Bay Vista, Douglas L.
Jamerson, Gulf Beaches,
Gulfport,
Montessori,
James Sanderlin, Lakeview
Fundamental, Madeira
Beach, Melrose, Midtown
Academy, Pasadena Fundamental, Perkins, Ridgecrest, Azalea, Bay Point,
John Hopkins, Madeira
Beach, Morgan Fitzgerald,
Pinellas Park, Thurgood
Marshall, Tyrone, Boca
Ciega, Dixie Hollins,
Gibbs, Lakewood, Largo,
Northeast, Osceola, Pinellas Park, Richard O Jacobson Tech High, Seminole
and St. Petersburg High
School
For additional information, visit www.pcsb.org/
choice or call the student
assignment office at (727)
588-6210.
‘Stay Woke Stop the
Bullying’
“Stay Woke Stop the
Bullying,” a nonfictional
theatrical presentation and
expressive fashion runway
production, will be held

Oct. 23 from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
at St. Petersburg College’s
Gibbs Campus.
October is National
Bully Prevention Awareness Month, and many
people have experienced
bullying or witnessed it.
Childhood bullying can
have lifelong consequences.
“It gives awareness, education and people an opportunity to heal and
forgive…while starting a
new chapter in life,” said
writer and producer Audrey McGhee. “Knowing
it’s not them, but just someone that is hurting that has
not yet found peace with
themselves.”
This timely production
will remind participants
and the audience of the
harm bullying can cause as
well as, how to combat bullying.
If you have education
news or events that you
would like covered, email
caprice33705@yahoo.com.

Not only has Eve defied stereotypes, but she
has publicly talked about
her past. It has been difficult at times, but rollercoaster
rides
are

designed to surprise you.
It was up to her, and she
took the chance.
Keisha Bell is an Attorney, author, and public servant. www.emergingfree.com

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.
Life is like a rollercoaster. Where you are
today may not be where
you are tomorrow. Sometimes you can predict
your future, but often life
will surprise you.
Meet Eve Jihan Jeffers-Cooper, known to
many simply as “Eve.”
She is a talk show
host, entrepreneur, hiphop artist and actress.
She was born in Philadelphia on Nov. 10, 1978. In
2002, Eve became an inaugural winner of the
Grammy Award for Best
Rap/Sung Collaboration
singer Gwen Stefani.
Today, Eve is living
her dreams while dividing her time between
London, Los Angeles and
New York. A multi-millionaire, many would be
surprised to learn that

after graduating from
high school Eve was a
stripper. She credits a rapper named Mase for convincing her to stop
stripping.
Mase’s conversation
was critical in redirecting
Eve’s life. He saw where
she was on that day – in
that part of her life, and
he saw where she could
be tomorrow. The deciding factor in changing,
however, rested with Eve.
It was up to her to see a
different tomorrow. She
did, and then she acted
on it.
Although Eve was first
known for rapping, initially, she loved to sing. As
a child, she sang in several
choirs. She also formed an
all-female singing group.
They were good, but to
gain more traction, the

It was up to her
manager of the group suggested that they include
rap. The singing group
split, but Eve discovered
that she liked to rap. She
then formed a rap group,
but eventually went solo.
There were many obstacles to overcome, but
Eve was persistent in her
pursuit. Doors began to
open. Even then, it was
not easy, but she was
making gains.
She was in the recording studio collaborating
with others and making
music. Her craft was gaining recognition. By 2001,
Eve received international success with her hit
single “Who’s That Girl.”
In that same year, she
won the BET award for
the Best Female Hip-Hop
artist.
Eve did not limit

Eta Rho Chapter- Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity passes the gavel
BY TOM PACKER
Special to the Challenger

ST. PETERSBURG –
During the last official
meeting for the fiscal year
2018-19, Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity-Eta Rho Chapter earlier this month recognized
incoming
Basileus
President,
Brother Javan Turner, for
his many roles in service
to the chapter.
Brother
Turner’s

most recent role was that
of the 45th State Marshal,
where Eta Rho Chapter
hosted the 7th District
Florida Statewide Organization Workshop in the
city of St. Petersburg. The
present Basileus, Brother
James
Jackson,
Jr.
awarded Brother Turner
the much beloved and
cherished Omega Service
Award.
Brother Turner re-

ceived a standing ovation
from the brotherhood, for
he is uniquely positioned
to continue the chapters
grow and positive public
service in the community.
Brother Jackson, completing his 27th year in
the fraternity, has over
the years been Basileus
five times. Eta Rho continues to be a leader and is
recognized as such by the
national organization.

L-R James Jackson, Jr., and Javan Turner

showcasing her skills.
She took on numerous
movie and television
roles. Also, in 2003, she
started a successful
clothing line. Currently,
she is a co-host on a talk
show.
Society has a history
of looking down on
women who work in
strip clubs. Interesting,
strip club owners, bouncers and bartenders are
often not looked down
upon. Strippers, mainly if
they are women, have
not routinely seemed to
be given the same grace.
Hence, if you took a
snapshot of Eve’s life at
the point where she was
dancing in strip clubs, few
people would believe that
she would ever position
herself to be successful in
any career.
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Once a Viking, always a Viking!
VIKING, from front page

In the moment, it all
seems surreal. However,
the Northeast High community and his family
continue to mourn his
loss while reflecting on
fond memories.
They will remember
his participation in the
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Young Men Leadership program and his
involvement
in
his
church choir, youth ministr y,
drumline
and
dance/mime ministry.
He also summarized
Sunday school lessons
and volunteered to distribute Thanksgiving baskets. Scott was more than
just a football player,
which was one of the reasons why his funeral was
so well attended.
Welch’s funeral was
held last week at First
Baptist Church of St. Petersburg, and again an
overflow crowd packed

the church.
“Quez was a sweet
and goofy person who
was very nonchalant. He
was one of the people I
will forever be grateful
for walking into my life
the way he did. He made
ever yone smile and
ever yone laugh. He was
the biggest goofball anyone could meet. Quez
would always say he was
a popular loner. And he
was right,” said one fellow classmate.
Welch will be remembered for years to come.
A scholarship in his name
will be awarded annually
to Northeast football
players who exemplify
high character and a
strong work ethic.
Being unselfish in life,
he registered to be an
organ donor. As a result,
seven people are recipients of his donation to extend their life. Pinellas

County Commissioners
signed a proclamation
declaring Oct. 7, 2019,
Jacquez Welch Day.
At the Vikings homecoming game last Friday,
the Welch family occupied the same southwest
corner of the end zone
that the Scott’s sat three
weeks earlier in honor of
their son. The Vikings
defeated Dunedin to win
their homecoming game
with the Welch family
cheering them on.
For parents Maress,
Marjorie and Marcia,
community prayers will
continually be needed. In
the Northeast High community, these two players
are forever connected as
student-athletes who are
part of the Viking family
because, “Once a Viking,
always a Viking!”
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students
the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the
needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first
choice for workforce training.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education
(COE) 7840 Roswell Road,
Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, Georgia 30350 770-396-3898
or 800-917-2081 and Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement
(SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033,
(404) 679-4500

